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Learning Objectives
At the conclusion of this presentation, participants will be able 

to… 

• Summarize key fall vaccine recommendations for influenza, 

RSV, and COVID-19 relevant to community outreach. 

• Identify reliable resources and referral pathways to help 

community members access vaccines and overcome barriers. 

• Demonstrate communication strategies that emphasize 

vaccine confidence and uptake in community and workplace 

settings 

• Explain how misleading information and rumors spread within 

migrant, farmworker, and underserved populations.



Key 
Vaccine 
Updates

Influenza (Flu)
• Recommended for everyone 6 months and older. 

When: September –October

Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)
• Recommended for all adults 75+ years or older or 50 -74 

years old with increased risk
• During pregnancy (32 –36 weeks) to protect infants
• Monoclonal antibody prophylaxis available for infants under 

8 months (not a vaccine)

COVID-19
• Adults 65+ years old - recommended after consultation with 

clinician 
• 6 months - 64 years old: may receive vaccine based on 

discussion of risks and benefits with clinician



SEASON OF CONFUSION

• FDA vs. medical societies

• AAP: all kids under 2 should get it

• ACOG: recommend for all pregnant women

• ACP & IDSA: recommend for many adults

• The new shared-decision framework was designed to 

encourage provider-patient conversations, but it has also 

introduced confusion:

• Who qualifies as a “provider”? Do pharmacists qualify?

• Mixed messaging: Providers vs. FDA label

• Result: Families, already marginalized communities, 

providers, and pharmacists caught in the middle



State Variations

• Many states have taken steps to maintain or 
expand access:

• 26 states have announced broader access policies 

• 13 states now require state-regulated health 
insurers to cover COVID-19 vaccines at no cost

• Pharmacist authority varies — in some states, 
pharmacists can vaccinate children as young as 3; 
in others, access is more limited.

• Other states have not yet clarified coverage or 
access, creating uncertainty for uninsured or 
underinsured populations.

Latest state-by-state info- https://www.kff.org/covid-19/tracking-state-actions-on-vaccine-policy-and-

access/?utm_source=chatgpt.com 

Image source: https://www.printablee.com/post_printable-usa-maps-united-states-colored_175431/
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Who makes the recommendations?

•Research-
⚬ ¿Does the 

vaccine work?
⚬ Is it effective?

•Prescribing 
information (Label)

•Approve vaccine

•Committee of 
Experts on Medicine, 
Science, and 
Immunization

•Review Research
•Recommends how 

vaccine should be 
used

•Reviews the 
recommendation from 
ACIP

•Sets schedule for when 
vaccines should be given 
(factors: age, time of year, 
health conditions)

•Can implement vaccine policy
⚬ When can you find the vaccine in your 

area?
⚬ Where will you find the vaccine?

• Insurance coverage

May vary, depending on:

•Timing
•Delivery
•Access
•Cost
•Coverage

Food and Drug
Administration

Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices

STATES

Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF 
PEDIATRICS

INFECTIOUS DISEASE 
SOCIETY OF AMERICA AMERICAN COLLEGE OF 

PHYSICIANS

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF 
OBSTETRICIANS AND 

GYNECOLOGISTS

STATE AND LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS AND 
CENTERS

PHARMACIES



What are the barriers and structures 
that need to be considered?



BARRIERS AND STRUCTURES

• Insurance coverage: uncertain for some groups

• 90% of COVID vaccines are administered in pharmacies → 

major disruption

• Without insurance, the COVID vaccine can cost between $225 

and $250  

• Cost: Usually out-of-pocket for uninsured patients

• Logistics: Clinic hours and general availability of 

doses, including for eligible individuals. 

• Transportation



• Government shutdown, limited support from 

government agencies during this time

• Politicization of vaccines

• Lack of up-to-date and accurate communication ⟶ 

leads to increased confusion and health inequality.

• Health literacy

- Person

- Of the institution

• Understanding how to navigate health system

• Fear by vulnerable community to access health 

systems

BARRIERS AND STRUCTURES



Migration policy, labor and health

Target of 
• Hostile behavior
• Stigmatization 

Personal
• Fear
• Psychological stress
• Isolation

Community
• Avoid community participation
• Reduced interaction with health institutions 
• Avoid participation in public programs

Economy
• Food insecurity
• Negative economy

Medel-Herrero at al. (2021) https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/14687968211018255 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/14687968211018255


Current state 
of vaccinat ion

Low Motivation
Less than 25% of eligible adults received last year’s 
booster – possible vaccine fatigue

Vaccine is still effective
COVID-19 vaccines remain safe and effective against 
death and hospitalization

Confusing Messages
Messaging has been inconsistent and unclear from 
federal agencies. Misinformation and disinformation 
are still on the rise.



Promising 
Pract ices

• Listen first.

• Acknowledge concerns before sharing 
information

• Ask if you can share information with them.

• Use relatable examples and resources for 
the individual

• Use culturally appropriate examples and 
resources

• Emphasize protection, family, and peace of 
mind or the importance for the individual, 
not for yourself

• Be transparent: “Guidance has changed – 
let’s go over what is true”

• Empower decision making, not pressure

Building Communit y Trust



Promising 
Pract ices

• Recognize that trust has been lost

• Reaffirm  that vaccines continue to be effective 
and safe in general

• Reaffirm that the vaccines against COVID -19 
continue to be safe and effective against  death 
and hospitalization

• Take your time and have patience

• Learn about popular  education and health 
education

Reconstructing Lost Community Trust

Trus t grows  from e mpathy and transpare ncy. 
Whe n pe ople  fe e l he ard, they’re  more  like ly to 

cons ide r your me ssage.



Understanding 
Misin for mat ion

How it  spreads:

• Social media (WhatsApp, Facebook, TikTok)
• Advancing AI videos and images

• Word-of-mouth at school, work, churches, and other 
community spaces

Why it spreads:
• Fear, confusion, or distrust of systems (medical, scientific, 

government -based)
• More trust in personal networks or peers than systems
• Limited access to clear and updated information
• Emotional response moves faster

• False, outdated, or incorrect information that is shared 
without intent to mislead

What is it?



Understanding 
Disin for mat ion

How it  spreads:
• Coordinated Campaigns (example: websites or influencers sharing 

incorrect information for financial gain)
• Algorithms on social media platforms promoting content to trigger 

strong emotions
• “Echo chambers” - people see and share only information that 

confirms what they already believe

Why it spreads:
• To lessen trust in public institutions or science
• For profit — clicks and shares generate revenue or 

attention
• To divide communities and weaken social connections

• False information that is deliberately created and shared 
to mislead or manipulate

What is it?



 Perception that the source is credible - If it is sent to me by my friend or family it is true.

 Illusory truth effect - If everyone says it, then it's true (influencer, social media) Ahem: the false claim 
that "COVID-19 is no worse than the flu" has been repeated many times in the media.

 We learn by repetition. Level of repetition of things - The more things are repeated, the easier it is to 
process, remember and accept them as truth.  Remember the multiplication tables.

 Characteristics of people:

o Age- older more susceptible

o Educational level

o Political affiliation

o Economic status

o Level of information on the topic

We tend to be more susceptible by:

SIR Model - Susceptibility-Infection-Recovery. Van Der Linden, Sander, 2022
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://www.mtctutorials.com/adobe-after-effects-templates/download-free-breaking-news-and-breaking-headlines-png-psd-files/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


What if information were like a virus?

Infection:  
Accepting the information 

as true

Immunization/vaccine:
Prior information to 

generate strong antibodies to 
misinformation

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

Correction or 
verification 

of facts

Preparing for 
disinformation

Building 
psychological 

resistance

Critical 
Thinking







Resources



Adults Get Vaccinated Too: 

Comic Book

An educational comic book to introduce farm 
workers to the importance of vaccination. 

 FREE - Print and download

 Available  in English and Spanish

 Cultura lly appropria te

Link: 
https:/ / www.migrantc linic ian.org/ re source/adults -
ge t-vaccina te d-too-comic.html?language =e n 
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Connect with their experiences



and what they value...



Simple and clear 



Practical 
solutions



Simple and clear 



COVID-19 and Our 

Community | Flipchart and 

Facilitator Guide

Facilitator’s Guide for CHWs - Educates on basic 
concepts of prevention and vaccination against 
COVID-19

 FREE to download and print

 Available  in English and Spanish

 Cultura lly appropria te

Link: 
https:/ / www.migrantc linic ian.org/ re source/covid-
19-and-our-community-flipchart.html 
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Who Can Get the COVID -19 

Vaccine | Handout

Updated COVID-19 handout according to 
October 2025 CDC recommendation

 FREE to download and print

 Available  in English and Spanish

 Cultura lly appropria te

Link: 
https:/ / www.migrantc linic ian.org/ re source/ wh
o-can-ge t-covid-19-vaccine.html 

https://www.migrantclinician.org/resource/who-can-get-covid-19-vaccine.html
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Designing Community -
based Communication 
Campaigns | Manual 

It provides clear guidance for creating informative, 
culturally relevant, and community -driven campaigns.

 FREE – ava ilable  to print and download

 Available  in English and Spanish

 Cultura lly appropria te

Link: 
https:/ / www.migrantc linic ian.org/ re source/de s igning
-community-base d-communica tion-campaigns -
manual.html?language =e n 
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MCN has developed fully editable materials to promote COVID-19 
vaccination in any community.

P r in t  | S o c ia l m e d ia |  Gr a p h ic s |  Vid e o s  | Cu s t o m iz a b le  t e m p la t e s

“ Va c c in a t io n  is …”  a  Co m m u n ic a t io n c a m p a ig n

https://www.migrantclinician.org/covid-19-vaccine-awareness-campaign-resources


Fully editable materials 
and templates

• All materials can be edited in 
PowerPoint/Google Slides

• Graphics templates to 
accompany posts and frames 
for social media profile 
photos.

• Video templates in Canva 
allow communities to 
include their own voices in 
community vaccination 
initiatives.

Community Photo Poster 
Templates

Illustrations to use in your 
materials

How to Videos for 
Creating Social 

Media 



Videos on how to edit resources





Coming Soon!

Register Here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zYhmu7OUS6S_H3HzVqfo_Q#/regis
tration  
 
• English only Webinar

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zYhmu7OUS6S_H3HzVqfo_Q#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zYhmu7OUS6S_H3HzVqfo_Q#/registration


Coming Soon!

Stay tuned for this webinar recording! It will soon be available! 
https://www.migrantclinician.org/education-and-training?language=en 

Spanish with English inte rpre ta tion
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We’re now on

Visit our page, read the latest, and hit 
“Suscribe” to never miss a post

https://substack.com/@migrantclinicians?utm_source=global-search
https://substack.com/@migrantclinicians?utm_source=global-search
https://substack.com/@migrantclinicians?utm_source=global-search
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Has MCN helped you  
your work?

 What has been th  
most useful?

 Help us maintain ou  
status on 

GreatNonprofits by 
leaving us a review
https://greatnonprofits.org/reviews/write

migrant-clinicians-network-inc

https://greatnonprofits.org/reviews/write/migrant-clinicians-network-inc
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Access our latest 
resources

and a lot more at

Connect with !

www.migrantclinician.org

Get updates 
from the field

Attend our 
virtual trainings

@migrantclinicians.bsky.social @migrantclinician @migrantcliniciansnetwork| |

https://www.migrantclinician.org/tools-and-resources.html
https://www.migrantclinician.org/tools-and-resources.html
https://www.migrantclinician.org/community/blog.html
https://www.migrantclinician.org/community/blog.html
https://www.migrantclinician.org/trainings.html
https://www.migrantclinician.org/trainings.html


Questions and Evaluation
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