
We began with three clinicians who shared a deep 
commitment to migrants and a profound sense of isolation 
serving on the front lines of care. Since 1984, MCN has 
grown to harness the force of more than 10,000 clinicians to provide peer support, 
resources, innovative programs and quality education in support of this mobile 
underserved population.

Guided by a clinical board of directors and operated by a multilingual staff with clinical, 
cultural, and technical expertise, MCN is a professional home for clinicians serving 
migrants and a force for health justice in the United States, in Mexico, and around the 
world.

About Us

Our Reach

MIGRANT CLINICIANS NETWORK

a force for health justice for the mobile poor

Migrant Clinicians Network 
P.O. Box 164285 Austin, Texas 78716 

512.327.2017

www.migrantclinician.org

Ferndale, WA • Chico, CA • Austin, TX • Salisbury, MD • Clinton, NY

Countries reached

MCN’s offices

10,000
   clinicians



Commitment to Excellence

Preventing sexual & intimate partner violence
MCN works to end familial interpersonal violence in the Latino  
migrant and immigrant community through clinical interventions,  
promotor/community health worker training and community-based 
programs for women, families and men.

Caring for injured workers and their families
MCN improves the quality of care for patients with work-related and 
environmental health conditions.  We emphasize practical clinical  
changes and the recognition and management of occupational  
exposures and injuries.

Ensuring continuity of care for patients on the  
move
MCN’s Health Network links patients and providers beyond city, 
county, state and national borders. Clinicians can find a source 
of care and treatment before patients move and securely transfer 
medical records to accomplish a seamless continuation of a  
mobile patient’s care.

And more...

Community of Clinical Experts 
and Resources to Support  
Primary Care

• Clinical Systems Toolbox 
• Clinician-to-Clinician blog 

• Primary Care Resource Database 

• Webinars

 Þ Accredited Continuing Education  
  Onsite and Distance Learning

 Þ Peer-reviewed Clinical Publications 
 and Resources

 Þ Patient Education Materials

 Þ Onsite Consultation

 Þ MCN Institutional Review Board

 Þ Research for Evidence-based Solutions

 Þ Health Center Clinical Training & Technical 
Assistance
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BACKGROUNDAccess to Health Care for Unaccompanied 

Migrant Farmworker Minors
This research study seeks to provide primary

care providers with policy recommendations

for increasing access to health services for

migrant farmworkers who are unaccompa-

nied minors, while ensuring the protection

of providers from legal liabilities. It was initi-

ated after several Health Centers in the Mid-

Atlantic region of the United States reported

instances of unaccompanied minors (defined

as those under age 18) seeking treatment

without a legal guardian who could give

consent. Some primary care providers

expressed concerns regarding the possible

liabilities of serving unaccompanied minors.1

Primary care providers also face ethical issues

of whether these minors should be working

at all or should be referred to social services

and enrolled in school and foster care.

Health Centers do not wish to adopt policies

that would discourage patients from seeking

the medical help they need, or policies that

will prohibit them from effectively serving

this vulnerable population. 
Minors in Agricultural Labor

The number of minors employed in agricul-

tural labor has increased in recent years as

more teens immigrate alone to the United

States in order to work in the agricultural

industry and send earnings back home to

their families.2 The US Department of Labor

reported in 2000 that 80 percent of migrant,

minor farmworkers do not live with any

member of their family, and 91 percent are

foreign born.3 According to the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention, an estimat-

ed 230,000 youth were hired to work on US

farms in 2009.4Unaccompanied migrant minors face

many challenges as a result of their work

conditions, poverty, low levels of education

and lack of parental support. Half of all

teenage farmworkers live in households with

annual incomes of less than $10,000, yet

only 2 percent of all farmworkers live in

households that receive Temporary

Assistance for Needy Families, and only 7

percent of farmworkers aged between 14

and 17 receive food stamps.5 Teenage farm-

workers are half as likely to receive food

stamp benefits as adult farmworkers. The

low levels of federal assistance may be due

to the fact that many minor migrant workers

are foreign-born. Minors working in agriculture are also

paid less on average than adult farmworkers.

Approximately 23 percent of adult agricul-

tural workers earned minimum wage or less

while 30 percent of child farmworkers

earned at or below minimum wage.6 Teens

who work and live away from their families

have also been shown to struggle academi-

cally. Almost half of unaccompanied teens

indicated that they had worked for more

than 13 weeks out of the year, which indi-

cates that they performed some work during

the school year.7
Health of Minor Farmworkers

Although data on unaccompanied minor

farmworkers is limited, the US Department

of Labor reported that, “it is unlikely that

many of these minors have employer provid-

ed health insurance.”8 In fact, only 8 percent

of all farmworkers report having health

insurance. This is especially troubling consid-

ering the often hazardous nature of farm

work. According to the National Safety

Council, agriculture is the most dangerous
continued on page 2

Increasing Access to Health Care for Farmworkers 

Who Are Unaccompanied Minors

Magdalena Fernández, MPP

The Migrant Health News Source
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We have strength beyond our numbers. Our clinicians include 
community health workers, nurses, dentists, physicians, social 
workers, specialists and many other health professionals. We 
partner to end health disparities. Our power lies in our reach.

4,691 
resource and 
toolbox items 
available

8,482 
total patients  
supported in  
Health Network

Won’t you join us?
www.migrantclinician.org

Expertise Tailored for Your Needs

MCN’s initiatives support clinicians on the front lines of migration health. 
Working together as a community we improve the health of the most 
vulnerable underserved populations.
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Practical solutions at the intersection of  poverty, migration, & health

This publication was made possible by grant number U30CS909742 from the Health Resources and Services Administration, Bureau of Primary 
Health Care. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the HRSA


